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miscellany. 


For the Christian Herald. 


COMPARATIVE VALUE OF PIETY AND SCIENCE, AS QUALIFICA- 
TIONS FOR THE MINISTRY. 


IN a former paper we glanced at some of the more prominent 
and active causes that operate to beget, in the minds of the clergy, 
an indifference, sometimes an hostility of feeling towards each 
other ; we then assigned, as the most elastic and generative of 
these causes, success in the pursuits of scence. We wish now to 
examine more minutely, the comparative claims of this, and of Bible 
piety, as qualifications for the sacred office of the ministry. 

If from ambiguity of expression, or any other cause, we should 
seem to the reader desirous of disjoining these qualifications, and 
of constituting, either from the one or the other separately, the 
complete clerical character ; we assure him in the outset he has 
mistaken our views; for we deem the union of the two more im- 
portant in constituting a competent functionary for this office, than 
we should that of integrity and wisdom in the character of him 
who is assigned to the management of the physical concerns of a 
nation. 

There is not a quality, entering into the composition of the 
Christian character, to which a certain kind and degree of igno- 
rance would not be hostile. We say kind and degree, because 
there is a species of enquiry that has nothing to do with enlarging 
and enriching the treasures of the pious mind. Even within the range 
ofliterary research we could pointto a thousand inviting spots, where 
one mightspend his days in culling the brightest, gayest flowers, that 
are seen to bloom upon the wreath of classic glory ; which yet, 
when transplanted to the soil where the “ plants of life” are grow- 
ing, are fit neither for utility nor ornament; but must flourish there 
as baneful exotics. Compared with what might have been attain- 
ed, under an appropriate influence from that holy resolve, “ to 
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know nothing but Christ and him crucified ;” the acquisitions here 
made, are the refuse of a lumber room, contrasted with the trea- 
sures of a palace. 

The days of man upon the earth are a shadow. As they are pass- 
ing by, he who would havea home in heaven, must be employed day 
and night in clinging with one hand to the cross of Christ, while 
with the other he reaches forward for the crown of glory. Under 
these circumstances, where is the Christian that has either time 
or ability, to employwhimself in accumulating that which at best 
constitutes but an indifferent treasure ? 

To a certain point, the minister of Christ must advance, in the 
improvement of his natural powers, and the attainment of know- 
ledge. This point he touches, where he is able to repel the charge 
of being a “novice,” and can exhibit truth “in demonstration of 
the spirit and of power.” With one respect to the amount of im- 
provement necessary to confer this ability, (so far as science is con- 
cerned in confessing it,) good men are not agreed. Some would 
exclude from the sacred office all who cannot actually exhibit di- 
plomatic credentials, on the subject of a regular, classical, and 
systematic course. Others, again, would concede an ability, (so 
far as science is concerned) to a partial acquisition of the dead lan- 
guages, and competent knowledge of vernacular literature. Others, 
again, would deem him competent to preach the gospel of salva- 
tion, who has united to a sound and discriminating mind, those 
qualifications with which a knowledge of himself, a knowledge of 
his Bible, and an acquaintance with men, have furnished him. 

Upon the correctness of these sentiments, we cannot pronounce 
without first glancing at the grand object contemplated in the in- 
stitution of the Christian ministry. This rises before us with a 
magnitude indeed that forbids calculation. It levels equally the 
pretensions of the wise and unwise, the learned and the ignorant; 
and leaves the glory of the whole achievement to “ the invisible 
arm.” But great and glorious as it is, divine wisdom has deter- 
mined to accomplish it through the instrumentality of “ earthen 
vessels.”?> These worthless and fragile instruments he has select- 
ed, to the end that the glory of saving sinners may all be his own. 
As to an independent sufficiency, the pretensions of the weak equal 
those of the strong, and both are levelled with the dust. The great 
object designed to be answered by this institution, is the salvation 
of men through the preaching of the gospel. ‘Thepreaching the gOs- 
pel consists substantially in announcing God’s message to sinners. 
‘‘Go preach the preaching which I bid thee.” Now in looking at 
the simplicity that reigns throughout the scriptures ;—at the extent 
of a spiritual agency in leading the humble soul to an acquaintance 
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with their truths ; at the amazing success with which the “ unlearn- 
ed and ignorant” have sometimes sought for its treasures ; and the 
futility of effort with which learning has sometimes applied herself 
to the same objet; we cannot but feel a degree of suspicion, that 
there is something mistaken in that decision, which clothes a mi- 
nister of Jesus with the ‘* wisdom of this world,” and then fastens 
upon it, the credentials of his mission. 

In extending our view a little farther, and placing our eye upon 
the record of those achievements, effected by almighty grace 
through the instrumentality of “ unlearned and ignorant men ;” in 
glancing too at the bold and- defensive attitude assumed by the 
primitive religion and her first ambassador against the pretensions 
of a * worldly wisdom,” and the refinements of a worldly philoso- 
phy ; we cannot but fear that that may be a mistaken judgment 
which lays a prohibition to preach Christ, where abaltty cannot be 
predicated, on a testimonial to a six years toil, in the acquisition 
of that knowledge which “ puffeth up.” 

But there are facts which speak a language on this subject, not 
to be mistaken. We think the remark a just one; that the useful- 
ness of those men whose talents and attainments have been so ex- 
erted as to concentrate upon their names, a peculiar degree of pos- 
thumous glory, has consisted chiefly in shaping and preparing in- 
struments of toil for others; that while they have done this, the 
glory of having wielded them successfully has been due those whose 
obscurity, when they have sunk into the grave, has buried their 
name with them. Our own observation of a few years has 
confirmed the truth of this remark. We have known some of these 
devoted servants of God. We have often seen them thrusting the 
sickle into the harvest, and, we believe, gathering fruit unto life 
eternal; and as we have gazed with admiration upon the mild and 
attractive lustre that has emanated from their virtues, and have 
thought on the distinguished usefulness of their lives: we could 
not but conclude it better ‘to know nothing save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified,” than to know all things else, and yet be ignorant 
of him. 

When too we have been permitted to sit and melt under the 
power of that eloquence which knew no ornament but the simplici- 
ty of the Bible, and no theme but the cross of Christ, which kin- 
dled with no inspirations but those of piety, and knew no object 
but that of saving men: and added to this, when we have looked 
upon the multitude of “sheaves” which, prospectively, we have 
seen this man of God bearing with him to the great harvest, and 
have gazed a little upon the starry crown, woven by angels hands, 
which was ready to press upon his temples, at his entrance into 
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the kingdom of glory ; we have sometimes silently breathed the 
aspiration, if this be the end and the character of him who “ be- 
comes a fool that he may be wise,” let us receive, as heaven’s 
best boon, the atributes and the spirit of a fool. 

On the other hand: when we have seen the truths of God’s mes- 

sages stripped of their native simplicity, and arrayed in the bor- 
~ rowed costume of human learning ;—the embassador of the Eter- 
nal endeavouring to make his way to the heart of a guilty sinner, 
by means of an exhibition that can kindle only upon the fancy ;— 
delivering the immortal behests of a divine legation in a style that 
aims at nothing but to pour upon the ear the music of a “ pleasant 
song ;”-—inducing upon the soul that should die, under the solem- 
nities of a pulpit exhibition, a buoyancy that can look on hell with- 
outa fear, or heaven without a desire; our soul has sighed over 
the folly of this world’s wisdom, while we have wept for the fate 
of the dear charge entrusted to the care of such men. The grace 
and mercy of a dying Saviour may indeed bring these shepherds 
into heaven at last; but methinks they will be stationed far from 
the throne that is encircled by the “ faithful.” 

It is not the wisdom of this world that unfits men for the office 
of ambassadors of Christ, but it is the preference that is given to it, 
over the wisdom of the other. We can readily point to the man, 
who combines with the ardour of the most glowing piety, and the 
action of the most devoted life, all those accomplishments that are 
conferred by an acquaintance with the most extended and diver- 
sified literature. Still we are constrained to say, that such instan- 
ces are rare ;—few indeed. But could facts of this character be 
accumulated upon us, what would they prove? They would prove 
perhaps, that in the business of fitting men for glory and immortali- 
ty, they are capable of accomplishing the same amount of good 
that can be effected by those whose Bible, trust in God, and a 
moderate share of erudition, constitute the whole armour with 
which they gird themselves for the work. ‘There is a spot how- 
ever in the field of Christian labour that can be occupied by those 
only whose acquaintance with the science of the age, has qualified 
them for learned and laborious investigation. It is here that com- 
manding talents and solid attainments in science must place them- 
selves and act alone. But how small a part of the actual field of 
labour can be assigned to men of this character, acting in this ca- 
pacity? The mass of labour to be accomplished by the ministers 
of Christ does not lie here. It lies in the field of parochial action ; 
a spot where you must concern yourself with ‘“ men’s business and 
bosoms ;’”—where effort must often be so protracted as to abate the 
bodily energies, and depress the courage even of the brave. Here 
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it is that the minister of Christ acts directly upon the springs that 
propagate life and motion through the body of the Church. Itis 
here that he must mould with a plastic hand, her budding and her 
ripening energies. It is here that he must talk, and labour, and 
weep with men, that are to be rescued from the thraldom of sin, the 
bondage ofthe world ;—and the very grasp of death. Itis here thathe 
must often fall, spent with toil,and covered with wounds. Compar- 
ed with “ godliness,” as a qualification for these duties, science is 
but a meteor, flashing in the sun-light. 

It is a well known fact that a great majority of the class to which 
we have been adverting, has been composed of those whose quali- 
fications have not been acquired by any very laborious application 
to the pursuits of academic literature. We have not designed to 
say, that the interests or character of the church can be sustained 
without the labours of the learned. These must exert a very ex- 
tensive and important, though remote and indefinite, influence 
upon her welfare. But to say her interests require that all should 
be thus qualified, and that no others are or can be competent to 
the functions of the sacerdotal office, is what we dare not do. The 
facts exhibited upon the record of the church; the experience of 
the present age; and the testimony of our own eyes, would all ar- 
ray themselves against the decision. 

We know that “ insufficiency” for this great work, under a sense 
of which an apostle groaned, could easily come before us in the 
shape of confutation to our remarks. But permit us to enquire 
whether you think you would feel your sufficiency any more, after 
treading till your dying day, in the flowery paths of science, than 
you did at the moment of starting in this race? By your consecra- 
tion to those pursuits which are for ever requiring you to assume 
the attitude of a cold and unfeeling calculator, are you not in the 
most imminent danger of losing the little zeal with which you may 
have commenced, and finally, of extinguishing utterly and irre- 
coverably, that holy flame, without which you cannot move an 
inch in the warm hearted work of preaching Christ to dying men? 
If we may judge from our own experience, the excluding and ab- 
stracting spirit of scholastic pursuits, oftener brings 4 0. the soul 
the death-chills of a freezing and fatal apathy, than it begets there 
a desire to appropriate our attainments to the cause of religion and 
of God. This we regard as the true reason why the weak, inthe 
estimation of of the world, have so often been able not only to cope 
with, but to triumph over the mighty. ae 
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CONVERSATION ON EVIL SPEAKING. 


— What is evil speaking ? 
nsw. It is the uttering any thing to any person concerning 
another’s conversation, conduct or temper, which would place 
the absent person in an unfavourable light, so as to injure without 
necessity, his reputation or interest. 

. But may I not thus speak, provided it be true? 

. By no means: the relation of falsehood is slander ; that of a 
prejudicial, but unnecessary truth, is evil speaking. 

Q. But if I do it in such a way as to render vice odious, and 
conclude with some moral reflection on the matter, may I not 
be allowed, nay justified ? 

1. No; not till both sacred and profane history fail to afford a 
parallel fault, from which you may draw an inference, or on which 
you may found an application; which will never be the case. 

Q. How do you prove it to be sinful ? 

4. From the following direct declarations of Scripture on 
the subject; “ Speak evil of no man :” (Titus iii. 2.) “ Speak not 
evil one of another, brethren:” (James iv. 11.) And also from 
that indirect, but most comprehensive injunction of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, do ye even so unto them.” Matt. vii. 12. 

Q. Why is it then, that evil speaking is heard in the social or 
domestic circles almost every where ? 

A. There are many causes :—Amongst the unregenerate :—envy, 
or dislike, or self-interest, or a wish to please and flatter others : 
Amongst believers—sometimes a mixture of the above mentioned 
vices not yet destroyed ; or plausible representations, made to the 
mind by Satan, of the pretended duty and advantage of unmasking 
those whose faults we publish, and undeceiving the persons to 
whom we speak. But the grand cause why it is persisted in, 
is that the dreadful consequences are not fully known, or consi- 
dered. 

Q. But am I not excusable, if f can declare, that I never do it 
with premeditation, or with any design to injure, but, as it were, 
without thinking much about it? Is not the want of thought an 
apology for it ? 

A. No: because its effects are, in many cases, nearly the same 
as if you did it with malicious intent; and you ought to think be- 
fore you speak. To forget the cautions of the Holy Scriptures 
on this subject, is itself criminal. 

Q. You alluded to the consequences before and called them 
dreadful : what are they ? 
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A. I believe [ used a very appropriate term; but I proceed 
to produce proofs.—Evil speaking injures, Ist, the person spoken 
of. His character suffers in proportion to the culpability of the 
fact stated. If small, still the relation inflicts a wound. ts — 
ence is diminished, and when the circumstance is known his feel- 
ings are pained. Jt injures, secondly, the person spoken to. In- 
stead of doing good, it begets its like; lessens love; infuses pre- 
judice ; creates suspicions: and represses every generous and 
Christian feeling.—It injures, thirdly, the speaker, by fostering 
wrong passions, and by cherishing, through indulgence, an idleness 
of thought, a want of recollection and consideration, which is high- 
ly reprehensible. It also lessens esteem for the speaker: for l 
cannot feel equal respect for one whose motives are at best doubtful, 
and whose frequent or occasional inuendoes threaten to diminish 
my stock of that charity which hopeth all things.—Lasily, evil 
speaking occupies the place of more useful conversation; so that 
it both does much harm, and hinders much good. 

. Do you now speak particularly of very long details respecting 
the faults of others? 

A. Not atall; Ispeakof the smallest repetition of another’s 
word, look, or temper, to his disadvantage. 1 speak of an insinua- 
tion, conveyed in your manner of speaking, your tone of voice, 
your looks, or your gesture. 

Q. But if 1 may not always, nor often, thus disclose what 1 
hear, or fear, or believe concerning another, when may I do it? 

A. Whenever, after much deliberation and prayer, you are 
fully persuaded in your mind, that the cause of God, or the indivi- 
dual to whom you tell it, will materially suffer by its being kept 
secret. On no other ground, that occurs to me, may evil be inno- 
cently told. 

Q. What! not if the disclosure be necessary for my.own jus- 
tification ? 

A. No; except having as before said, used much deliberation 
and prayer, you plainly perceive that your justification is itself 
highly necessary, or important; in which case you may, and ought 
to speak as much as is requisite for that purpose :—But be con- 
tent to live and die under some unmerited obloquy, rather than 
hurt another’s character, if your abasement hurt not God’s cause, 
nor at all diminish your power of doing good. 

. In what manner when disclosure is absolutely necessary, 
should I speak of another’s fault ? 

A. Simply state the circumstance, without comment. Give 
it no colouring.—Maintain the spirit of prayer whilst speaking. 
Having done, retire soon, to humble yourself in private before 
God for the offending party, and to deprecate the threatening 
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evil. And never afterwards, even to the same person to whom 
you first spoke, introduce the painful subject, unless in case of 
necessity.—Lon. Methodist Mag. 


a oe 


TESTIMONY IN FAVOUR OF BISHOP CHASE. 


The following very grateful tribute to the character and conduct of Bishop 
Chase, as manifested during his late visit to England, is taken from a letter 
to Lord Kenyon, written by some friend in that country, in reply to the inju- 
rious remarks of the British Critic relative to the object and doing of the Ohio 
Prelate. This letter has been reprinted in this city, and is for sale at the 


book stores. ; 

“He will return from among us, venerated and beloved by all 
who have had the privilege of knowing him and his proceedings ; 
and leaving a deep impression on our minds, of the blessing which 
that distant branch of the Episcopal Church enjoys in possessing 
such an Ecclesiastical Governor. Our sister Church has been 
raised by him in the esteem of great numbers among us; and 
he has taught us to value more highly than ever the Liturgy 
and Institutions which we have the happiness to possess in com- 
mon. And, in his personal character, as an humble, and devout, 
and self-denying Christian, he has given us an example of “ suffer- 
ing, affliction and of patience,” under trials appointed of God and 
provocations. endured at the hand of man, the recollection of 
which will be cherished by many, to their lasting encouragement 
in the Christian warfare. 

“What I have said of Bishop Chase’s influence among us, re- 
quires some explanation; and I speak from information, of the 
truth of which I have no doubt, when I say that his visit has been 
the occasion of profitto many. I quote from the letter of a sin- 
cere Christian and acute observer, at one of the cities which 
Bishop Chase has visited : 

‘“‘] hope we shall all be the better for such a primitive example, 
and love our Liturgy more than ever. We have had an assemblage 
of our Sunday-School gratuitous Teachers, to receive a Lecture 
from the Bishop on the best way of instructing the Scholars in the 
right use and improvement of the Book of Common Prayer. 

‘“‘But the visit of these prelates* to this country has already 
been productive, in another respect, of advantage to the Establish- 
ed Church; which is, I trust, but the prelude to greater benefits 
of the same kind yet to follow, and which will more than coun- 
teract the results of that dividing and really schismatical spirit, 
which gave occasion to this address to your Lordship. Many 
truly pious members of the Church, who had not been accus- 


* Bishops Hobart and Chase. 
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tomed to meet or act together, and who, under early associations 
and misconceptions, had felt some mutual alienation of mind, 
have been brought to act in concert toward the common end 
of assisting their American brethren.”—Wash. Rep. 


sa 


MR. LANCASTER. 


A gentleman recently from Caraccas, informs us that Mr. Lan- 
caster, the celebrated founder of the system of school instruction 
which bears his name, is now at that place labouring to establish a 
school on the principles which have, elsewhere, proved so suc- 
cessful. He is paid by the Columbian government a salary of 
$2000 per year. He is accompanied by his daughter, and her hus- 
band, Mr. Jones. It was supposed that, after accomplishing the 
object which he had in view at Caraccas, he would proceed to 
Bogota. He had been at the former place about three months 
at the time the gentleman who gave us this information sailed. 

The present number of public schools at Caraccas is about a 
dozen. The average number of scholars attending them would 
not exceed 20. The people are deplorably ignorant, and seem 
entirely indifferent to any improvement in the education of their 
children. 


o. ——a 


ON TIME. 


Dost thou love life? Then do not squander time, for that is 
the stuff life is made of.—F rankuin. 

Time is the most indefinable, yet paradoxical of all things. The 
past is gone, the future is not come, and the present becomes 
the past even while we attempt to define it, and, like the flash 
of lightning, at once exists and expires. ‘Time is the measurer 
of all things, but is itself unmeasurable; and the grand discloser of 
all things, but is itself undisclosed. Like space, it is incomprehensi- 
ble, because it has no limit, and it would be still more so if it had. 
Itis more obscure in its source than the Nile, and in its termination 
than the Niger. It advances like the slowest tide, and retreats 
like the swiftest torrent. It gives wings of lightning to pleasure, 
but feet of lead to pain. It lends expectation a curb, but enjoy- 
menta spur. Itrobs beauty of her charms to bestow them on 
her picture, and builds a monument to merit, but denies it to 
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a house? It is the transient and deceitful flatterer of falsehood, 
but the tried friend of truth. Time is the most subtle, yet the 
most insatiable of all depredators; and by appearing to take no- 
thing, is permitted to take all; nor can it be satisfied until it has 
stolen the world from us, and us from the world. It constantly 
flies, yet overcomes all things by flight; and although it is the 
present ally, it will be the future conqueror of death. Time is 
the cradle of Hope, but the grave of Ambition—the corrector of 
fools, and the counsellor of the wise ; bringing all they dread to the 
one, and all they desire to the other; but, like Cassandra, it 
warns us with a voice that even the wisest discredit too long, 
and the silliest believe too late. Wuispom walks before it, Op- 
PORTUNITY with it, and Repentance behind it. He that has 
made it his friend, will have little to fear from his enemies; 
but he that has made it his enemy, will have little to hope from 
his friends.— Pulpit. 


I 


ON PROCRASTINATION. 


It is recorded of Archias, a chief magistrate in one of the Gre- 
cian states, that he was unpopular in his government, and had 
excited the hatred of many of the people, who conspired against 
his life. ‘The day arrived when a fatal plot was to be executed. 
Archias was more than half dissolved in wine and pleasure, when 
a courier from Athens arrived in great haste, with a packet which 
contained (as afterwards appeared) a circumstantial account of 
the whole conspiracy. The messenger being admitted into the 
presence of the prince, said, “ My lord, the person who writes to 
you these letters, conjures you to read them immediately; they 
contain serious affairs.” Archias replied, laughing, “ Serious affairs 
to-morrow ;” and so continued his revel. On the same night, 
° ° ‘ F . ° ° 
in the midst of that noisy mirth, the end of which is heaviness, 
the assailants rushed into the palace, and murdered Archias, 
with his associates ; leaving to the world a striking example of the 
evil of procrastination. Christians, ministers, fellow-sinners, how 
loudly does this, and many similar facts, speak to us all! Oh let 
not the thief of time any longer delude and wrong us; let us 
seize the present moment, and use it for eternity! 


« Imprint the mark of wisdom on its wings, 
And like the good old patriarch upon record, 
Hold the fleet angel fast, until he bless us!” 


[ Pulpit. 
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€ntelligence. 


ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN THE DIOCESE OF NEW-YORK. 


This body assembled in this city early in the week, and closed 
their business on Wednesday. A friend has politely furnished 
us with the following sketch of its proceedings. 

The thirty-eighth Convention of the Diocese of New York, was 
held in Trinity Church, in this city, on Tuesday and Wednesday 
last. It was attended by fifty-five clergymen, and about the same 
number of -lay-delegates. Several clergymen, not members, also 
attended its sittings. It was opened with morning prayer, read 
by the Rev. Henry Anthon, Rector of Trinity Church, Utica, Onei- 
da county ; a sermon, by the Rev. Samuel H. Turner, D. D. Pro- 
fessor of Biblical Learning, and the Interpretation of Scripture, in 
the General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States ; aad the administration of the Holy 
Communion, by the Rev. William Harris, D. D. President of Co- 
lumbia College, New York, assisted by other clergymen. 

In the absence of the Bishop of the Diocese, the Rev. Dr. 
Harris was chosen President; and the Rev. Benjamin 'T. Onder- 
donk was appointed Secretary. 

Eight newly organized churches were received into union. 

A letter was read, from the Right’ Rev. Bishop Hobart, dated 
London, September 14th, and was referred to a committee, who 
reported resolutions, which were unanimously adopted by the Con- 
vention, expressive of their affectionate and respectful attach- 
ment to their Diocesan, and their sense of the value of his services, 
and their sincere wishes and prayers for the restoration of his 
health, and for his safe return. 

The usual missionary and parochial reports were read, which 
gave an encouraging view of the progress of religion in the Dio- 
cese, as manifested by that best of evidences, devout atten- 
tion to the worship and ordinances of the Church. 

But little else than the ordinary routine of business occupied 
the Convention; and the whole of its proceedings were mark- 
ed with great unanimity and good will; nothing having occured 
to diminish the pleasing hope that the strengthening of mutual 
confidence and attachment, andthe encouraging of each other in the 
great and good cause of the gospel, which ought to be the effect 
of such meetings on its members, will be realized in this instance. 

The clergy of the Diocese who were present, addressed to their 
absent Bishop a letter, expressive of their affection, respect and 
confidence.—Chronicle. : 
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SYNOD OF NEW JERSEY. 


Narrative of the State of Religion within the bounds of the Synod 
of New Jersey. 

In reviewing the reports of the congregations under their care ou 
the state of religion, the Synod of New Jersey find many causes 
both for humiliation and thanksgiving. Among the causes for hu- 
miliation, they are constrained to mention with deep regret the 
continued lukewarmness and indifference of professing Christians 
in many of their churches, and the prevalence of the debasing and 
destructive vices of gambling, horse racing, Sabbath breaking, pro- 
faneness and intemperance. Ina few of their congregations, these 
alarming crimes seem rather to have increased than diminished 
during the past year. They are much concerned also to learn 
that in several congregations less attention has been paid to Sab- 
bath schools and Bible classes than in former years. 

Causes for thansgiving, however, are still numerous. Notwith- 
standing the criminal apathy of some professed disciples, the Synod 
are pleased to find that cases of open apostacy have been very rare 
and that the members of their churches, generally, are steadfast in 
their adherence to the faith once delivered to the saints, and regu- 
Jar and punctual in their external observance of the ordinances of 
the house of God. Public worship on the Sabbath has generally 
been well attended, and in many congregations an increase of num- 
bers and solemnity is apparent. Weekly prayer meetings and the 
Monthly concert are observed in all their churches; Sabbath 
schools and Biblical and Catechetical classes, in most of the con- 
gregations are continued, and in some are uncommonly flourishing. 
The number of Sabbath schools reported, is about 133, contain- 
ing more than 8000 scholars—Bible classes about 65, containing 
upwards of 1600 members. 

The patronage afforded to Tract, Education, Missionary and 
Bible Societies, and other charitable institutions, is as liberal as in 
former years. 

Although revivals of religion have been less frequent and power- 


. ful than in some preceding years, yet the Synod would record with 


devout thanksgiving, the mercy of the Lord in visiting a few con- 
gregations with the special influences of his Holy Spirit. 
Gracious visitations in some considerable degree have been ex- 
perienced, in the congregations of Paterson, Ist and 2d; of Eliza- 
bethtown, and in the 2d of Newark. In several other congrega- 
tions there are at present pleasing indications of special divine in- 
fluence; and in some, the work of revival has evidently commen- 














Ce re sees 
Seo ae REPS ISG Ptr A US as watt ca 
Cees So pects tala at eS AT Ay Na et ie 
pee ‘pi Se ala se 





1824. ] Intelligence.—Synod of New Jersey. 653 


ced. In those of Wantage and Frankford, a copious shower of 
divine grace is descending. ‘The seriousness is very general, and 
convictions are deep and pungent. The hopeful conversions al- 
ready exceed one hundred, and the work is still progressing. 

Several of the pupils in the academy at Bloomfield have the 
gospel ministry in view, and by their exemplary deportment and 
pious efforts in prayer meetings and Sabbath schools, exert a happy 
influence in favour of morality and religion. 

In the African school at Parsippany, under the care of the Synods 
of New York and New Jersey, there are at present five students 
of hopeful piety and promising talents ; whose progress in learn- 
ing, during the past year, has been commendable, and pleasing 
hopes of their future usefulness are cherished. ‘The Synod are 
particularly gratified to learn that one of the young men educated 
in this institution, has recently been ordained and sent forth as a 
missionary to the Island of Hayti. : 

They deeply lament the low and declining state of the funds 
of this valuable institution, and cannot forbear presenting it, as one 
richly deserving the prayers and charities of the Christian commu- 
nity. 

The Theological Seminary at Princeton, is still flourishing ; the 
number of its students has considerably increased, and has varied 
during the year, from 100 to 116. Very beneficial results have 
followed the persevering efforts of the students in Sabbath schools, 
Bible classes and prayer meetings, in Princeton and its vicinity. 

The Synod in conclusion, do gratefully acknowledge the con- 
tinued goodness of the Lord, and fervently pray the Great Head 
of the church to hasten the “ set time to favour Zion.” 


Extract from the Minutes of the Synod of New Jersey. 


Whereas this Synod feel deeply interested in the welfare of the 
coloured population of our country, and approve of the object and 
plan of the American Colinization Society. ‘Therefore, 

Resolved :— 

I. That this Society be recommended to the attention and pa- 
tronage of the congregations within our bounds. 

\I. That it be recommended to our ministers to endeavour by 
preaching on the subject, or by any other means they may deem 
expedient, to promote its interests. 

The Synod of New Jersey, at their late session in Morristown, 
divided the Presbytery of Jersey into two Presbyteries. The 
line between the two Presbyteries is drawn north of the congre- 
gations which lie on the turnpike leading from Elizabethtown 
through Morristown to Succasanna. The ministers and congrega- 
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tions belonging to the Presbytery of Jersey, north of this line, are 
hereafter to constitute one Presbytery, to be known by the name 
of the Presbytery of Newark ; and the ministers and congregations 
south of this line are hereafter to constitute one Presbytery, to be 
known by the name of the Presbytery of Elizabethtown. The 
Presbytery of Newark are, by the appointment of Synod, to hold 
their first meeting in the city of Jersey, on Tuesday of next week; 
and the Presbytery of Elizabethtown are to hold their first meet- 
ing in the first church in Elizabethtown, on Wednesday of next 
week. 

At the late session of the Synod of New Jersey, the following 
preamble and resolution was adopted. “Whereas the dispensations 
of Divine Providence in different parts of the bounds of the Synod 
have been, during the past year, of a diversified character ; in 
some calling for special thanksgiving for temporal and special mer- 
cies, and in others for deep humiliation on account of spiritual de- 
sertion and indifference, and temporal judgments : and whereas it 
it is evidently the duty of Christians to take public notice of such 
dispensations, and humbly and gratefully to acknowledge God in 
all dealings with his people ; therefore 

Resolved, That it be recommended to all the churches under 
the care of this Synod, to set apart the fourth Thursday of Novem- 
ber next, as a day of special prayer ; that on that day they assem- 
ble in their respective places of worship, to humble themselves be- 
fore God on account of the afflictive dispensations with which he 
has been pleased to visit some portions of our bounds, and the 
spiritual dearth which to a degree greater than usual prevails; to 


thank him for the temporal and spiritual mercies which have been 


bestowed upon us, and unitedly to implore the effusion of the Holy 
Spirit, and the revival of pure and undefiled religion in all our 
churches, and that the divine blessing may rest upon all the means 
employed for promoting the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
and the happiness of man. 


UNITED DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The United Domestic Missionary Society through their Executive 
Committee, address the friends of home missions upon the present 
state of their operations. Ii is not without feelings of mingled re- 
gret and surprise, that they are obliged to confess the little pecuniary 
aid this society receives in proportion to its general popularity.— 
Their funds are now so far in arrear, and their existing engagements 
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so large, that every maxim of ordinary prudence however qualified 
by Christian zeal, forces the Committee to suspend the grants 
they have habitually made to feeble churches and destitute re- 
ions. 

: The last annual report presented the following summary of the 
year’s labour : viz. 78 ministers of the gospel, located and sustain- 
ed in the exercise of their spiritual duties. Of these, 10 are in the 
city of New-York, and the country in its vicinity ; 13 are in the 
neighbourhood of the line of the river Hudson; 36 are west of that 
line; 7 are under the care of the Utica agency ; 9 under the care 
of the Cooperstown agency ; 1 is in Lower Canada; 1 in Rhode 
Island; 2 in New Jersey; 4 in Pennsylvania; 1 in Ohio; 1 in 
Missouri; to which are to be added 10 under the care of the Ge- 
neva agency. It was then stated, that ‘to sustain and increase 
our various operations, we must appeal for help to the Christian 
public, and that there is scarcely a meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee at which we are not forced to dismiss some urgent petition, 
when a grant of $100, or 150, might locate the gospel in a growing 
neighbourhood, and secure it the means of access to thousands. 

Since the publication of that report, the friends of our institu- 
tion ought to know that our receipts have fallen far short of our ex- 
penditure. 

The committee have been obliged to tin in the best way 
they could for the pressing exigencies of the treasury. ‘The com- 
ing two months are critical in the history of our society. Unless 
it attracts more countenance and pecuniary support from the reli- 
gious public, instead of extending our soul-reviving labours be- 
yond the Ohio and Missouri, to the famishing churches in the 
West, we must restrict them, even in our own state, to the bor- 
ders of the Hudson. We cannot bring ourselves to believe that 
this event is as near as the account current of our affairs would in- 
dicate. It remains with our fellow Christians to determine whether 
the individuals of the committe shall pay off the debts of theso- 
ciety, and close its operations, or whether it may continue and 
grow a lasting monument of the spiritual philanthropy of our city, 
and state, and union. 

The method of our operations is already generally understood 
by those to whom this sheet will come. It is known that our pb- 
ject is to send the gospel, in all its stated administration and life- 
giving ordinances, to the myriads of our fellow citizens who are 
too poor or too perverse to obtain it otherwise. We do this in the 
most feasible and least expensive manner, by giving for one, two 
er three years, fifty, one hundred, or one hundred and fifty dollars, 
to the people who will come together, build a church, organize a 
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spiritual society, and in their measure of ability support the minis- 
ter of their choice. The little bounty which the public munifi- 
cence has made us the instruments of disposing, draws forth from 
our young villages and rising towns, toil and sacrifices, and success- 
ful effort, such as must warm every Christian bosom. Sectarian 
divisions, seducing heresies, destructive vices, are eradicated 
by the settled ministry; churches are established, and gather 
strength to walk alone by our little help seasonably applied; 
those towns can best appreciate the value of the society who have 
had experience of its benefits; and already the blessing of many 
ready to perish comes upon our friends, and already our institu- 
tion lifts its head, like Hermon, to gather the dews of heaven, and 
distribute them in streams of mercy to our land. We feel a de- 
sire which we hope is prophetic, as we know it is prayerful, that 
our institution may grow like the stone in Daniel’s vision, and be 
to the glory of God in the earth. The present situation of our 
republic is signally propitious for our sacred enterprise ; and we 
indulge no little confidence in presenting the following considera- 
tions to the friends of the moral improvement and religious train- 
ing, and everlasting salvation of our countrymen. 

1. There cannot be any large portion of the vital influence of 
the doctrines of salvation, where the great command of our Lord 
Jesus is not obeyed, and his gospel preached to sinners. ‘The am- 
bassadors of Christ must run to and fro, that knowledge may be in- 
creased. The foolishness of preaching becomes saving through 
the mighty power of the Spirit. It is with his living apostle that 
Christ is present unto the end of the world. 

2, We cannot reasonably expect that all flesh shall see the sal- 
vation of God until every immortal soul is prized ; none overlooked 
in a hasty survey ; none passed by in a rapid journey. The har- 
vest is precious, and the very gleanings are of such worth, as the 
blood of Christ alone could purchase. (The dark places must be 
explored ; the corners and cellars patiently examined ; that the vic- 
tory may be secured, and the works of the devil be destroyed by 
the servants of the Son of God.) 

3. In the present condition of the church and world, and espe- 
cially in the present condition of these United States, the preach- 
ing of the gospel, and the visible ordinances of Christ, cannot be 
maintained, unless we become aroused to measure the present exi- 
gency. Now, the people in our neighborhood and at a distance, 
profess their hizh estimate of these gifts of the King of Zion, and 
ask our help to obtain them. Our population grows with unequal- 
led rapidity; it will soon grow out of all sense and value for these 
things if we do not yield to their cry—come over and help us. 
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4. Some society like ours is needed ; which, operating from a 
powerful centre, shall strive to take a minute survey of the spiritu- 
al desolations of the land. How vast, how ruinous they be, can 
ps be known by close inspection. Our populous cities are filled 
with myriads of perishing sinners, who for years hear not the gos- 
pel ; our richest counties are crowded with immortal creatures, who 
know nothing of Christ in this land of Bibles, and preachers, avd 
churches. In some districts our fellow-citizens are fast lapsing in- 
to practical atheism, and the very ground upon which Brainerd 
laboured in New-Jersey, is a vast howling wilderness, where the 
inhabitants fear not, know not, love not God in Christ, and heed 
not the perils of eternity. 

5. Some great national institution for domestic missions is need- 
ed, which shall incorporate all inferior efforts; which shall take 
inspection of the whole laud which is to be possessed ; which shall 
have its seat in the centre of the zeal and munificence, and its arms 
in the remotest regions of our country. Our Society aspires to be 
this great National Institution for domestic missions. Nothing 
daunted by our present embarrassments, which we believe will be 
speedily overcome by the help-ef our Christian brethren, we hope 
to advance and prosper. Not only do we hope to exercise an 
agency in repairing the waste places of this State, we trust that 


we shall be enabled to reps the applications from Indiana, and 


Illinois, and Missouri, and Michigan; that we shall be enabled to 
lay land-marks, and raise fortresses in the midst of a population of 
new states and territories, where they double every ten years. We 
pray, and we hope, that before many months are passed away, our 


small grants may send out and establish many a young minister of 


the gospel, and incorporate his earthly destinies, and the immor- 
tal truth which God confides to earthen vessels, with the civil pros- 
perity and future salvation of the Western sections of our empire. 


—_e 


RESOLUTION OF THE NEW-YORK PRESBYTERY. 


The Presbytery of New-York at their late session in Newton, 
Long Island, Resolved, to decline the application for admission 
into that body, of any person who has relinquished the ministry 
as his principal concern, for a secular employment, on the general 
principle that such admission destroys the balance of the represen- 
tative system, and places our elders in the mest fh and also, that 
it may operate against the influence of the pastoral office, and place 
the control and government of our churches under the management 
ef men having no pastoral relation or responsibility. 
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POLYNESIA—SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


The brethren, who were sent to explore Owhyhee, having re- 
turned and made a favourable report, every thing was in readiness 
for proceeding to the business of distributing the brethren among 
the islands, and for providing for the due distribution, also, of the 
means of support, from the common stock of the mission. Accord- 
ingly the brethren assembled on the 8th of September, of the las: 
year, and, preparatory to business, repeatedly joined in prayer for 
the divine guidance. 

To determine upon the stations, to which each of the brethren 
should be assigned, might not be a difficult matter; but it could be 
no easy task to devise an equable plan for distributing a scanty sup- 
port, from one common stock, to twelve families, in different cir- 
cumstances, situated at five stations, some at least 70 miles apart, 
and each possessing advantages and disadvantages peculiar to it- 
self. 

The missionaries at these islands have no fixed salaries. A part 
of their support is derived from small pieces of land, or small flocks 
of goats; a part is made up of small, but frequent presents from the 
natives ; a part comes from the precarious donations of foreigners, 
who touch at the islands; a part from private friends in America; 
a part from private possessions of the missionaries themselves; a 
part from their earnings; but the main part directly from the funds 
of the Board. 

Supplies from all these sources, excepting articles which are given 
as mere tokens of personal regard, are considered as a common 
stock, which is placed by the brethren, under the care of a gener- 
al agent, who divides to each station according to the best of his 
judgment. And inorder that he may do this to good advantage, 
each station is expected to transmit to him a quarterly account of 
the state of its supplies, of its wants, and its prospects. 

The brethren voted to form, without delay, two stations on the 
island of Owhyhee—one at Kiruah, on the western side; and the 
other at Waiakea, in the district of Hido, on the eastern side. 
The former was once occupied, for a short time, by Mr. Thurston. 

Kiruah is deemed at present most important, on account of its 
influence over the whole island, it being the residence of the go- 
vernor, and on account of the ready access which it will allow a 
missionary to have to 12,000 or even 20,000 inhabitants in its im- 
mediate neighborhood. Waiakea is also deemed highly important, 
as having a fertile soil well watered, a commodious harbour, and a 
good population within reach of a missionary stationed there. The 
chiefs and people all agree in saying of that place, Hido aina mar- 
tat, “ Hido is a good land.” 
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The following assignment of stations was made at this time: viz. 

OWHYHEE. 

Kiruah.—Rev. Asa Thurston, and Mr. Joseph Goodrich. Mr. 
G. is a licensed preacher. Dr. Blatchely will reside here chiefly 
for the first year. 

Waiakea.—Rev. Artemos Bishop, and Mr. Samuel Ruggles. 

WOAHOO. 

Honoruru.—Rev. Hiram Bingham, and Rev. Wm. Ellis. Mr. 
Elisha Loomis, Printer. Mr. Levi Chamberlain, Superintendent 
of Secular Concerns. 

ATOOL. * 


Wimaah.—Mr. Samuel Whitney, and Mr. James Ely, Licensed 
Preachers. 

MOWEE. 

Lohinah.—Rev. Wm. Richards, and Rev. Charles S. Stewart. 

The journal, from which the above brief notices are taken, is 
brought down to the first of October, of last year. 

Twelve pages of an edition of Owhyhean Hymns, prepared by 
Messrs. Ellis and Bingham, have been sent to the Board. The 
work will contain about 60 pages, and it is intended to print 2,000 
copies, so great is likely to be the demand. 

Applications are daily making, by numbers of the natives, for 
copies of the spelling book, of which an edition was printed some 
time since. Nearly 2,500 copies have been distributed. Another 
edition will be printed speedily. With respect to these books, Mr. 
Bingham remarks : : 

Many of the people, who beg for books, we are obliged to deny. 
About 70 have applied during the last three days, and we have 
given out about two copies to each five persons. 

One young man asked me for a book yesterday, and I inquired 
of him, who his teacher was. He replied, “My desire to learn: 
my ear to hear, my eye to see, my hands to handle; for, from the 
sole of my foot to the crown of my head I love the palapala,”—i. 
e. learning. 

Another said, “all the people would learn if they could get 
books.””—Many have applied for the hymns long before the first 
sheet could be printed. 

Some of the chiefs and others are beginning successfully to ac- 
quire the art of arithmetic. The book, pen, and pencil are super- 
seding cards, and other amusements of the people. 

Drunkenness is discountenanced by the highest chiefs, and la- 
bour and sport on the Sabbath prohibited to some extent. Krimaku 
and John Adams are among the foremost patrons of our cause. 
Tamoree and Kahumanu are particularly favourable. At the four 
principal islands the work goes on without interruption. 
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DEATH OF THE KING AND QUEEN OF THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


The Missionary Herald for August, contained a notice of the 
voyage of the king and queen of the Sandwich Islands to England, 
with the circumstances attending this extraordinary event. Such a 
proceeding, in the ruler of more than 150,000 souls, whatever 
may be thought to be the degree of their barbarism, we believed 
could not fail to he followed by important consequences. 

Reho-reho no doubt regarded himself as going to a land, where 
the Sabbath was observed; where were a multitude of churches 
for Christian worship; where were numerous preachers of the Gos- 
pel, in character like the missionaries whom he had left behind ; 
and where the good book of God, the Bible, was every where en- 
joyed. He probably expected to find whatever the missionaries 
had recommended to him, as suitable to be adopted in reference 
to his own people, carried into effect where he was going; and 
might possibly (for he possessed considerable sagacity,) have de- 
signed to remark the aspect of a country, which had been long 
Christian. 

After all the notices respecting the state of religion in England, 
which this work has heretofore contained, we surely need not stop 
to give our views of the actual moral and religious condition of that 
favoured country. But it is easy to see, that this young and inex- 
perienced prince, immediately on his arrival, might be thrown into 
such circumstances, without the fault of the pious people there, 
that, during his whole stay, he should behold very little of genuine 
religion, and very much of a demoralizing character. We are not 
well informed as to his real circumstances, in the few weeks of 
health which he enjoyed after his arrival; but have reason to be- 
lieve, that, from political considerations, he was induced to keep 
himself partially secluded from society, except that he visited the 
theatre, and the gardens of pleasure. 

The queen was the first who was attacked with a pulmonary in- 
flammation ; occasioned, in part, it is to be presumed, by her intro- 
duction into an atmosphere more cool, and dense, and humid, than 
she had been accustomed to; and in part, doubtless, by an unpro- 
pitious. change of regimen, though her style of living in Woahoo, 
was not wholly unlike to the English manner. She died early in 
July. Her character has always been favourably described by the 
missionaries. Comparing her with her own countrywomen, she 
must have been an interesting female; and many expectations of 
good from her influence, have been destroyed by her premature 
a she had scarcely passed the morning of life, when she 

ied. 


The king survived her only a few days, and then sunk under 
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the same disorder, brought on, probably, by the same causes, only 
aggravated by his former dissipation. 

he effects ‘of this mysterious providence upon the Sandwich 
Islands, and upon the mission, are yet to be known. We think, how- 
ever, that the friends of the mission have no reason for solicitude. 
The question of a successor cannot, as we can see, involve much 
difficulty. Though the heir to the kingly authority, a brother of 
the late king, is young, his title has been often acknowledged, and 
will not probably be contested. The principal chiefs are all friend- 
ly to the mission. And whoever is appointed regent, it may confi- 
dently he hoped, that the young prince will be situated where, 
during his minority, he may enjoy the salutary influence of the 
missionaries. 

The dealings of God towards that mission, have been wonder- 
ful from the first. The original missionaries embarked at Boston, 
before intelligence of any change in those islands had reached this 
country ; and a speedy change was then wholly unlooked for. The 
brethren expected to find the old king alive, and strongly attached 
to his idols. ‘They expected to find the morais standing, and the 
taboo system in full force. ‘They expected to meet a long and de- 
termined opposition from a powerful, idolatrous priesthood. They 
expected to see human victims offered in sacrifice, to behold bloody 
battles, and to experience many dangers, before idolatry was over- 
thrown. But not one of these expectations was fulfilled! ‘Tama- 
hamaha the Ist, suddenly died, and his son, the late king, on com- 
ing to authority, burned the morais, annulled the taboo system, 
abolished the priesthood, put an end to all sacrifices, and in short, 
overthrew idolatry. War was the consequence. But before the 
missionaries arrived, the Providence of God had hushed the islands 
to peace ; and the messengers of salvation found a people without 
any religion, waiting, as it were, for the law of the true God! 

But the missionaries needed a patron: and a patron was provid- 
ed. Among the natives found wandering on our shores, was the 
son of Tamoree, king of one of the leeward islands. This son had 
been taken under the care of the American churches, and was sent 
home to his father in the same ship that carried the missionaries. 
This secured the warm friendship and kindest services of 'Tamo- 
ree, which have been continued to this day. 

And when some foreigners, anxious to prejudice the natives 
against the missionaries, endeavoured to make the islanders believe, 
that, if they listened to such men, they would incur the displeasure 
of the English nation ; and when, also, these foreigners propaga- 
ted the most erroneous reports, with respect to the influence of mis- 
sions on the South Sea Islands, with the same object in view; all 
their machinations were overthrown unexpectedly and at once. 
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God put it into the heart of the British government to purchase a 
vessel at the distant colony of New South Wales, and send it as a 
present to the king of the Sandwich Islands. This vessel, on the 
way to its destined place, touched at the particular island, in the 
cluster of the Society Islands, where Messrs. Tyerman and Ben- 
net, a deputation from the London Missionary Society, happened 
then to be. The captain, who had this vessel in charge, offered 
to take a mission to the Marquesas, by way of the Sandwich 
Islands; and the brethren resolved that such a mission should be sent. 
These gentlemen, accompanied by a missionary, who had long 
been on those favoured islands, and one or two of the converted na- 
tives, arrived at Woahoo just in the crisis produced by these evil 
reports. The visiters were Englisimen ; they were also from the 
Society Islands ; they came, too, in a vessel belonging to the king 
of England: and Mr. Ellis, and Auna, his wife, could speak in the 
language of the Sandwich Islanders. The false reports were con- 
tradicted ; the false impressions were removed : and the American 
missionaries then rose higher in the general estimation, than they 
had ever been before ! 

Nor was this all. The plan for proceeding to the Marquesas 
was providentially defeated. Instead of remaining at the Sandwich 
Islands but three weeks, as they had contemplated, the deputation 
were confined there more than as many months, and made as strong 
impression on the natives, and greatly strengthening the hands of 
the missionaries: and finally, at the earnest request of the king 
and his chiefs, Mr. Ellis, and the Taheitean chief, were induced, 
contrary to all their original plans and expectations, to take up a 
permanent residence there. Thus, the language of the islands has 
been soontr acquired by our missionaries, the Gospel has been 
sooner preached, and books have been sooner prepared, printed, 
distributed, and read. 

We think, mereover, that we have the key to the mystery, why 
Mr. Ellis was not permitted, in the Providence of God, to accom- 
pany the king to England; but not being quite certain of the fact, 
we shall not at present make use of it. ‘Thus much we can say. 
Every providence seems to have had a merciful bearing upon the 
mission: and we can see how almost every thing, which, at the 
time, appeared adverse, has been overruled for good. 

The preceding remarks we have been led into, by a considera- 
tion of the influence, which the king’s death might have on the mis- 
sion to his sebjects. As the Lord Hath done in time past, so we 
trust he will do in time to come. He has provided for the exigen- 
cies of that mission, when man could not foresee them, and of 
course could not provide for them. Man is short-sighted and fee- 
ble; kings and rulers are subject to death : but the “ Lord reigneth, 
let the multitude of isles be glad thereof. 














1824.] _ Intelligence.—Sabbath School Concert. 663 





SABBATH SCHOOL CONCERT. 


We are happy to learn that the Sabbath School Concert was observed 
in many places on the second Monday of last month. We hope it will be 
regarded by the teachers and friends of Sunday schools generally through- 
out the United States, satisfied that no other meeting can be more im- 
portant, or have a higher claim on their attention; besides, we can con- 
ceive of none which will be more deeply interesting, if the exercises are 
conducted in a proper manner. In this city the meeting was held in the 
Session Room in Cherry street, and although the evening was unpleasant, 
there were upwards of 400 present. Appropriate hymns were sung, 
several teachers engaged in prayer, one addressed the meeting, and 
another stated several facts, some of which he read from the October num- 
ber of the Sunday School Teacher’s Magazine, published in New York. 

He remarked that, of all the evangelical ministers in Great Britain, 
two-thirds had become pious in Sabbath schools, and that “ nineteen- 
twentieths of the missionaries who have gone forth from thence, have 
been such whose piety had been ripened in the labours of the Sunday 
schools, or those there taught whose early acquaintance with the Scrip- 
tures had been impressed upon their infant minds, with that winning 
patience and love, which in maturer years it has been the joy of their 
souls to cultivate and practice.” 

In the city of New York, more.than one thousand teachers and learners 
have been received into the church in’ the course of seven years. In 
December 1821, a report of the five schools of ‘St. George’s church stated 
that one hundred teachers and learners had been added to the church in 
the three preceding years. ‘The same report remarks: “But the most 
triumphant record of Sunday school annals is the heart-cheering fact that 
in 53 schools, no less than 501 teachers and learners have been brought 
to a saving knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jesus ; made a public pro- 
fession of their faith, and been added to the churches—a success that will 
bear comparison with the most successful efforts of any missionary labours 
yet recorded.” ‘The number of schools at that time was 87, containing 
1004 teachers, and 7135 scholars, only the above 53 had any records of 
these interesting facts: from these data we may venture to assert, that 
deducting two-thirds from the total of teachers, (being the usual average 
of those who are pious,) one-fifth of the whole had been received into the 
bosom of the church, or in the ratio of two out of every class for the short 
period of five years. This subject is vast—it is worthy of investigation ; 
it invites the solemn, the earnest inquiry of all Christians, of every minis- 
ter of the Gospel. If these facts are so, let those who ‘love the Lord 
Jesus in sincerity,’ appeal to their own hearts, and say, what shall be 
done for Sunday schools? 

“ Jt should be remembered, that some of the most devoted and diligent 
missionaries of our day have kindled their pure zeal in a Sunday school, 
and, amidst its salutary discipline have been ripened for ‘labours oft, for 
perils, for weariness and watchings, with hunger, thirst, and fastings,’ the 
assured portion of the faithful missionary.” 
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You have all heard (said he) of the indefatigable, and pious Dr. Mor- 
RISON, the celebrated missionary to China. About twenty years ago he 
went forth from the Sunday school to convey the gospel to the Pagans of 
China ; and in that short time has translated the whole Book of God into 


that difficult language, besides preparing a complete Dictionary of the 


Chinese and English languages, thus opening the way for the diffusion of 
Chinese literature and the easy qualification of future missionaries ; and 
Morrison asserts that the Sunday school prepared him for those useful 
labours which occupied him in the cause of Zion. 

By means of Sunday schools, “not only teachers and learners are 
brought into the family of the faithful, but the various influence, through 
the personal intercourse at the homes of the children by pious teachers, 
has a most salutary effect on the parents, who are by such means in- 
fluenced to attend the house of God; to read the Scriptures, and have 
every kind of pious reading put into their hands from Sunday school and 
tract societies. A family, a whole neighbourhood, have by these been 
added as pious members to the church. Abundant instances of such suc- 
cessful influence, derived from Sunday schools, are to be found in their 
* short and simple annals.” 

A superintendent of one of the schools in New York reports that “ 24 
of the scholars and 23 teachers have been added to the church to which it 
is attached. Of another school it is stated that 30 (the whole number of 
earn have become pious, and are now connected with the church. In 
a revival that took place in 1822, the greater part of those, the subjects of 
it, were from the Sunday schools. In one instance 98 out of a hundred, 
and in another 27 out of 35 of the candidates for communion, were, or 
had been, Sunday scholars.” 

In reference to the success of the National Institution, the seat of which, 
by common consent, has been fixed in this city, he remarked that, since 
the last meeting, he had seen it stated in the papers that the Male Sunday 
School Society of New York, having 57 schools, had become auxiliary to 
the American Sunday School Union; that many schools embraced in 
the Oneida County Union, New York; and also the New Hampshire 
State Sunday School Union, had become auxiliary to the General Union; 
and he had heard that measures had been taken to organize State Unions 
in the states of Connecticut and Massachusetts. Facts like these, which 
show that prosperity attends every department of the system, are calcu- 
lated to arouse the sleeping erergies of the teachers and friends of Sunday 
schools throughout our country, and to offer, in addition to the blessed 
promises of the Scriptures, the highest encouragement to labour, and pray 
for the prosperity of these institutions. 

The object of the Sabbath School Monthly Concert of Prayer is one of 
very great importance, and we hope every one who desires the success ot 
this cause will set apart the second Monday evening in each month as a 
season for special prayer for the influences of the Holy Spirit on Sunday 
schools throughout the world.— American Sunday School Magazine. 





Notice.-—Our readers are referred to a notice on the cover. 
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“The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 
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THE third Sabbath in October, 1824, was fixed upon by the Committee for 
opening the Mariners’ Church in Philadelphia. The day was very fine and the 
house was filled at an early hour with seamen and their families, and many citi- 
zens who felt an interest in the sailors’ welfare. It was supposed that 1200, at 
least, formed the congregation, and mapy persons who went to the church were 
not able to gain admittance. The dedicatory services in the morning were per- 
formed by the venerable Josep Eastsurn, assisted by the Rev. James Parren- 
son, of the Northern Liberties; and in the afternoon a sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Dr. Bropnzan. After the concluding prayer in the morning, Rosert 
Ratstron, Esq. rose and remarked, that it had been considered proper, on this 
occasion, to make known the commencement and progress of exertions for the 
benefit of mariners in this city, and for that purpose he read the following state- 
ment :— 
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The first public service for the Mariners’ Church in the port of Phila- 
delphia, was performed on the third Sabbath of October, 1819, in the sail 
loft of Mr. Jacob Dunton, (who generously offered the same gratuitously ) 
by the Rev. Joseph Eastburn ; this discourse was from the 31st and 32d 
verses of the 107th Psalm, “O that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and for his wonderful works to. the children of men, let them 
exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the as- 
sembly of the elders.” —The Rev. Mr. Joyce being present, also made an 
address, which, with the discourse, afforded the greatest satisfaction. From 
five to six hundred persons were present, of which, at least, one half of 
the number, including masters of vessels, were mariners. On the follow- 
ing Sabbath, a Sunday School was opened, between the morning and af- 
ternoon services, which has continued, and now numbers on the roll, one 
hundred and sixty children. 

The worship continued in the sail loft until the month of July, 1822, 
when a removal was made to the lecture room of the second Presbyterian 
Church, in Cherry street, where the audience has generally been crowded 
and the attendance of the mariners as numerous as could be expected, at 
a distance so far removed from the water. 

In the month of June, 1823, an agreement was entered into by a few 
citizens with the directors of the bank of North America, for the lots now 
occupied as the site of the church, seventy-five feet front on Water street, 
and sixty-one and a half feet deep, for which the sum of eight thousand 
dollars was to be paid, subject to a lease of the tenant, then in possession. 
The contract being made, by which a lot was thus secured, subscription 
papers were circulated for the purpose of raising the amount, and which 
at the close of a few weeks produced nearly the sum of $10,000. This 
furnished the means of complying with the contract for the lot by paying 
the eight thousand dollars to the directors of the bank, seven hundred dol- 
lars to the tenants, for vacating the lease, and leaving about twelve hun- 
dred dollars towards the erection of a building. ‘The conveyance for the 
lots agreeably to the directions of those who were employed to solicit sub- 
scriptions, was made to Richard Dale, Samuel Archer and Robert Rals- 
ton, in trust, for the use of the mariners of the port of Philadelphia. 

On the 10th of April, in the present year, an agreement was entered 
into with Mr. William Strickland, for a brick building of the whole di- 
mensions of the lots, two stories high, constructed for ware-houses in 
the lower story, and for a church in the second story, having a ceiling 
eighteen feet high, a gallery in the south end, and a pulpit, &c. in the 
north. The building to be covered with slate, and an observatory of 
twenty feet above the roof. The whole of the materials and workman- 
ship to be of the best, and finished (without any additional expense) by 
the middle of the ensuing month, (November, ) for the sum of ten thousand 
five hundred dollars ;—To meet the payments under this contract, which 
were to be monthly as the building progressed, a loan for the sum of eight 
thousand dollars was obtained from the Savings Fund Society, at an in- 
terest of five per cent. per annum, mortgaging the lot and building as se- 
curity. The instalments have all been regularly paid, and agreeably to a 
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stipulation in the contract, the balance, after a release from all liens or 
claims for workmanship, and materials are furnished, will be paid in a 
promissory note at sixty days. 

A statement herewith annexed, exhibits the contributions received 
from the citizens, and insurance companies. The sums which have been 
received from the mariners in monthly contributions—the sum obtained 
on loan, and a balance of interests arising from unoccupied funds. It 
also exhibits the amount of payments for incidental expenses, attending 
the care and cleaning of the rooms used for worship—for the supply of 
books, &c. to the Sunday School—for the payment of the lot and lease— 
for the instalments on the building as far as they have become due—and 
for six months interest on the money borrowed—leaving a cash balance of 
$2152 52. Acredit taken for this balance, and debiting the payment 
yet to be made for the building, with the loan and interest to be paid on 
the 13th April next, will make an aggregate of $9047 48, hereafter to be 
provided for. 

The funds raised by contributions from the citizens, and insurance com- 
panies, were the result of the exertions of twenty-two committees, oftwo and 
three each, who very diligently and successfully pursued their solicitations, 
until the amount was adequate to the cost of the lot. The plan being to 
borrow for the erection of the building, and calculating to extinguish the 
same by a sinking fund, arising from the rents of the stores, and the month- 
ly contributions of mariners :—from the first of these sources, there will 
no doubt be a revenue of several hundred dollars per annum, and from 
the latter, if properly attended to by the owners, and masters of vessels, a 
considerable annual income also. To facilitate the last, there has been 
prepared and circulated, a number of subscription books, designed to be 
brought to the notice of the officers and crew after embarking, for tire pur- 
pose of subscribing donations and monthly contributions, to be paid for 
the use of the church, at the end of the voyage. From the experiment 
which has been made, this plan promises to be productive if it is but pro- 
perly attended to, and carries with it the conviction, that the funds will 
come from an appropriate source, being from the mariners themselves. 
The danger however of deferring the extinguishment of the debt to the 
slow operation of the rents, and monihiy contributions, induces a sugges- 
tion, that there should be a renewal oi the exertions on the part of the ci- 
tizens, who formerly solicited, and any others feeling interested for the 
cause of the mariners, who making the calls general instead of partial, as 
was the case before, may, in a short time, with other aids, render the 
means equal to a final extinguishment of the debt. Hitherto the gospel 
has been free to the mariners, and whilst the venerable Pastor, so eminent- 
ly qualified to break the bread of life to them, remains to discharge his 
ministerial duties, it will continue to be furnished without money and with- 
out price; to be prepared however for a change which sooner or later 
must take place, is an additional reason, why exertion should be made 
now, to render the institution entirely independent. 

The reflections arising from a review of the peculiar smiles of Provi- 
dence, attending the efforts using in favour of the best interests of mariners. 
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are calculated to fill the mind with wonder and astonishment at the good- 
ness and mercy of the Lord. Surely it conveys the encouraging hope 
that the set time to favour seamen is come. The interest excited in their 
behalf, was simultaneous on both sides of the Atlantic ; only seven or 
eight years have elapsed since the public feeling has in any measure been 
alive to this object, and what has been the result, both in Europe and 
America since that period? Bethel Unions, Floating Chapels, Mariners’ 
Churches, and Prayer-Meeting Establishments, we hear of from almost 
every large sea-port. Can this be any other than a supernatural influence 
operating at one and the same time, without concert, without the know- 
ledge of each others exertions, and yet, all tending to the same GODLIKE 
work of benevolence—the salvation of the souls of poor neglected mari- 
ners—in our own humble sphere, where has there been more the evi- 
dence of the favour, and the blessing of the Lord—where a greater proof 
in the belief of the efficacy of prayer than is witnessed by the continual 
solicitude of those departing, for the prayers of the church, conveying a 
manifest feeling of an humble dependence on the GOD of Providence ? 
And where is a greater evidence of the divine favour, than is witnessed in 
the accommodation afforded by the building, under the roof of which we 
are assembled at this time ? 

May we not also notice, and notice it with emotions of grateful hearts, 
how the Lord has spared, and used as an instrument for this new work, 
the singularly qualified, and eminently pious pastor of the Mariners’ 
Church? Nor should we omit to notice, the services rendered from the 
commencement of this establishment by two of our Christian brethren,* 
who undertook, and have conducted the Psalmody of the Church, in the 
most acceptable manner, till it pleased the Lord to call one from labour 
to reward;t and who, it is believed, will be recollected by all the 
worshippers in the Mariners’ Church, with approbation and heartfelt re- 
gard. 


[The church is situate on the east side of Water-street, between Ches- 
nut and Walnut-streets. } 


October 16, 1824. 


* Mr. John Harned, and Mr. Gilbert Gaw. 
+ Mr. Gaw departed this life, 27th March, 1824. 
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Dr. “The Mariners’ Church, with the Committee Superintending the Building, $c. 


To cash paid the Directors of the Bank 1824./By amount of donations from indivi- 
of North America, for lots, 8000 duals, 9094 39 


To tenant for vacating lease, 700 Ditto, from Insurance Compa- 
nies, 900 





Incidental expenses of fuel, labour, &c. for 
5 years, in the rooms used by the Church, Monthly contributions from Mariners, 
Books, &c. for the Sunday School, including Loan from Savings Fund Society, 

discount for the exchange of in current Balance of interest by placing out unoccupi- 
bank paper, ed funds, 

Wn. Strickland for 7 instalments on build- 
ing, 

G. Billington for 6 months interest on loan 
of $8000 a 5 p.c. p. ann. 

Balance, being cash in hand, 
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By balance brought dowa 

Balance ofcontract to be paid W. Strickland, Balance which must be paid by the 13th 
Loan from Savings Fund Society, with six April, 1825, 
months interest, due 13th April, 1825, 





Philadelphia, 16th October, 1824. 
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Among other letters which Mr. Eastburn had received during the last 
week, and read at the meeting, were the following : 


Brig Commodore Barry, off Cape Henlopen, Oct. 10th, 1824. 


My yERyY DEAR FRIEND,—Tbrough the tender mercy of our heavenly 
Father we have proceeded thus far on our voyage without accident and all 
in good health. The wind is fair, and very soon, if no accident happens, 
will many waters roll between you and us; and while we are expused to 
the dangers incident to the watery element may we never forget that God, 
who once said “ peace, be still, and there was a great calm. ” 

We are boundtoa country where all are professed Christians, still they 
hardly have the form, much less the power of godliness—but Curist will 
one day (and O may it not be long, before he will) destroy that man of sin 
with the brightness of his coming. 

To me, a sea-faring life has become painful, not only in the separation 
from one of the best of wives, but from Christian society, fer [can say from 
my heart that I do love all those who love the Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
my darkest hours that promise has never failed me, “ Love the brethren, 
by this ye shall know that ye have passed from death unto life,” and I 
think I have realized that promise more than once, “ I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee !”—-weeping may last for a night but joy comes in 
the morning. 

I have the happiness to have with me this time two pious souls; I be- 
lieve my 2d officer and one man before the mast, and in fact they all ap- 
pear tobe fine moral young men.— By divine permission I intend to esta- 
blish the public worship of God on board, at least every Sabbath, the 
weather permitting. And I hope,my dear father in Christ, indeed Lam sure 
we shall have your fervent prayers, not so much for our temporal as for 
our spiritual and eternal welfare. O how should this concern every son 
and daughter of Adam! ‘What will it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul, or what will a man give in exchange for his 
soul,” is the language of him who knows the worth of immortal souls. 

The pilot is calling, I must bid you adieu. Father pray for us, we 
know that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
You have my imperfect petitions daily—and may the God of all grace 
be with you—may you have a Mariners’ Church indeed, built of lively 
stones, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone, and grow up a 
holy temple in the Lord, 

Are the sincere prayers of your affectionate friend, 


CALVIN TUBBS. 
Rev. Josera EAsTBurn. « 


—— 


Philadelphia, Oct. 14th, 1824. 
Dear sin,—As I am bound for Charleston, I hope you will not forget 
me atthe throne of grace, that my health may be preserved while | am 
absent from my family and friends. As I expect to remain there for the 
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season, I am sorry that I am not able to see our new church consecrated ; 
but hope that he who rules the sea as well as the dry land, may bless you 
with health and spare your useful life for many years to come, and that 
our new church may be so filled with mariners and their families that not 
one vacant seat is left. I again solicit your prayers for myself and my fa- 
mily, and I shall not forget to unite in them myself, though distant from 
you. Please remember the ship in which I go, and all her crew. 


I remain your’s, &c, 
C. SMITH. 


Rev. Josern EAs tsurn. 


ER 


The following was sung at the close of the morning: service. 


SAILOR’S SONG. 


Sailing on the boisterous ocean, 
Far from home and far from land; 

Lord from thee we seck protection, 
Guide and guard us by thy hand. 


When with fears and dangers compass’d, 
May we find thee strong to save ; 

All our hopes and trust we centre, 
On his might who walk’d the wave. 


Foes may threaten, thunders rattle, 
Winds and waves their fury pour; 

By thee guarded, God of battle, 
War is safety, storms secure, 


If thy mercy safe return us, 
From the perils of the deep ; 

In the wide world’s ocean keep us, 
Heaven’s the haven that we seek. 


ee 


[For the Seaman’s Magazine.]} 
JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG AT PHILADELPHIA. 


A Prayer Meeting was held on Monday evening, September 
20th, on board the ship Pacific, of this port. ‘The deck was clear- 
ed, and awnings were spread in such a manner as to protect the 
company from the evening air. Ship’s colours were tastefully 
hung round the sides of the awning, and the deck was well illumi- 
nated. At about half past seven, the whole space allotted for the 
worshippers was full; so that many who were desirous of uniting 
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on board, were compelled to remain on the wharf. The exer- 
cises of the evening were conducted by the Rev. and venerable 
seaman’s friend, Joseph Eastburn, and Drs. Janeway and Brod- 
head, the Rev. Messrs. Boyd, M’Calla and Lanier. The meeting 
was solemn, and to the writer of this, peculiarly interesting. One 
of the Rev. gentlemen who delivered an address, narrated the 
circumstances accompanying the sudden death of his own brother 
at sea, which was calculated to make a powerful impression upon 
the audience. Another circumstance was stated by the Rev. Mr. 
Eastburn, which was very remarkable. Eighteen years ago (said 
he) a prayer meeting was held on board this ship, before she had 
gone into salt water, in which he, and some others now present, 
took a part, and although she had made several voyages to the 
East Indies, no serious accident has ever happened to her, or to 
any persons who have gone in her, and she is now in a good con- 
dition for another voyage. This fact shows us the truth of what 
the scriptures declare, that those who honour God, he will honour. 
It was at the particular request of the late pious Mrs. Ralston, 
whose husband then owned the vessel, that the meeting was held, 
and the prayers then offered were heard and have been thus far 
answered. 

It is hoped that this will encourage other ship owners and mas- 
ters to promote prayer meetings on board their vessels. 


= MI 


A SONNET AT SEA.* 


Loud howls the winds, the foaming billows dash, 
The midnight torrents round me wild descend, 

The thunder rolls, the livid lightnings flash,— 
Relentless elements, why thus contend ? 


Calm and secure, amid your dread uproar, 
The buoyant vessel’s lofty deck I tread, 
And pleas’d that those I love on shore 
Heed not the tempest, bursting o’er my head. 


He that directs the storm supports my mind ; 
When dangers rise, in Him alone I trust ; 

What e’er his will, I’ll strive to be resign’d, 
And, though I perish, own that he is just. 


But hope still whispers he’ll my safeguard prove, 
And bring me back to those I fondly love ! 


* The above lines were written by Mr. Merrick, Surgeon of ship from Liver- 
pool, who, it is supposed, was afterwards lost at sea. 








